96                   ILLUSIONS OF PERCEPTION.

another, according as he imagined himself looking at
the front or at the back of the windmill.1

In the interpretation of geometrical drawings, as
those of crystals, there is, as I have observed, a general
tendency to ^iew the flat delineation as answering to a
raised object, or a body in relief, according to the com-
mon run of our experience. Yet there are cases where
experience is less decided, and where, consequently, we
may regard any particular line as advancing or reced-
ing. And it is found that when we vividly imagine
that the drawing is that of a convex or concave surface?
we see it to be so, with all the force of a complete per-
ception. The least disposition to see it in the other
way will suffice to reverse the interpretation. Thus,
in the following drawing, the reader can easily see at

FIG. 5.

will something answering to a truncated pyramid, or
to the interior of a cooking vessel.

Similarly, in the accompanying figure of a trans-
parent solid, I can at will select either of the two
surfaces which approximately face the eye and regard

1 Quoted by Helmholtz, op. cit., p. 626.